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Japan, is 36, And even in countries where abortion is not yet
legalised, abortion does occur. In Chile, one out of every four
interviewed had had atleast one abortion. In Mexico, three
out of every ten had had it. In Rome, most women interviewed
had had two abortion for every three children they bore. In Belgium,
whose population is 9.5 million, there are two to four lakh
abortions every year, while in West Germany they are one to three
lakhs.
A leading gynaecologist of India, Dr. Purandare says that
there are no reliable drugs till now to induce abortion
though many claims were made. He further says, of all operations
in gynaecology, abortion is the most difficult one. He also warns
that abortion is not so safe as is imagined.25 There have been till
now, 65 lakh abortions every year in India. The British Family
Planning Association's Report of 1971 reveals a steep rise in
teenage abortions in Britain. For a single quarter of the year 1971,
there was a jump of 28 per cent over 1970's corresponding
quarter.26 In a letter to the Editor of the Deccan Chronicle,
Secunderabad (Issue dated 18-7-71) Dr. B.S. Surti, a famous
surgeon of Hyderabad, holds that a fertilized ovum is
as much a human being as any adult and that abortion means the
death of a human being. He maintains that "induction of abortion
is homicide, in fact the meanest and most despicable form of
assassination since the human victim is so tiny and defenceless".
Dr. J. Mary Carla of Secunderabad in a similar letter
published in the Deccan Chronicle dt. 25-7-71 says that hospital is
for curing ills but not for killing. Though abortion is not so
innocuous yet it is attended by its own dangers to the individual
concerned. It directly encourages immoral traffic. She
further adds that when abortions are legalised, there would be no
fear for illegitimate conceptions and the ultimate result would be,
not legalisation, but 'liberalisation of abortions'. Another
25.     Dr. B.N. Purandare's addressed to the Hyderabad Rotary Club on
"Legalisation of Abortion' as published in the Deccan Chronicle,
Secunderabad dated 15-7-71 (frontpage).
26.     News item in the Indian Express, Vijayawada, dt. 28-6-71.